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BarCamp FAQs

What is BarCamp?

BarCamp, www.barcamp.org, is an ad-hoc “un-conference” born from the desire for people to share and learn in an open environment. It is an intense event with discussions, demos and interaction from attendees. Anyone with something to contribute or with the desire to learn is welcome and invited to join. 

What is an un-conference?
An un-conference is a conference with no set schedule. This BarCamp will follow the “open-grid” format. 

What is the “open-grid” format?
When attendees walk in they will be greeted with a blank grid drawn on a white board. On one side will be the time slots, and on the other, the rooms. Attendees are encouraged to fill the grid in with session topics. There are no rules on what to fill in. Attendees are encouraged to attend any session they find interesting and to come and go between sessions as they please.

What is the purpose of BarCamp NewsInnovation Philadelphia?
BCNIPhilly is the national of several regional BarCamp conferences held over the past year, including Portland, Chicago and Miami. These BarCamps have brought great minds across multiple industries together for one purpose – to re-energize and innovate the news industry. 

Who is attending the event?
Mainly, news professionals and members of the tech industry will be attending. However, the cost of the event is free and anyone is welcome to attend. Thus far employees of Comcast, The Washington Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, GateHouse Media, Hearst Media and Cox Media are among those who have registered to attend. Additionally college students, representatives from news startups and employees from social media companies have registered.

Who is organizing the conference?
BCNI is a join effort between the chair of the Temple University's Department of Journalism Andrew Mendelson and recent Temple graduate Sean Blanda.
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